
Study Guide

 
This guide is intended to be used by groups of parishioners, catechists, and parish staff who wish to better understand 
the Archbishops decision to restore the order of the sacraments of initiation. Its format follows the structure of the 
pastoral letter, “Saints Among Us”, and the discussion questions pertain directly to the text of the letter itself.

 
Introduction

1. How is the environment in which children grow up today different than that of 20, 30, or 50 years ago?

2. The Archbishop states that “Innovations do not save humanity? Do you agree? Why or why not?

3. How will restoring the order of the sacraments of initiation give children an advantage to living a grace-filled life? 

Part I: The Sacraments of Initiation

1. What is the relationship between Baptism and Confirmation? How are they complementary?

2. Are you surprised by the Church’s practices of initiating Christians throughout Her history? Why or why not?

3. How does restoring the order of the sacraments help us to understand the Eucharist? 

Part II: The School of the Family

1. What challenges do families face today that prevent the Faith from being at the center of our homes?

2. What is required of parents if they are to raise saints?

3. If parents are the primary educators of their children, what role does the parish have in the faith formation of 
children? 

Part III: Restoring the Order

1. What is Moralistic Therapeutic Deism? Do you see this understanding of God in society?

2. How will restoring the order allow us to more effectively form disciples of Jesus Christ after initiation?

3. How can the formation of disciples at a younger age affect both the sacred and secular aspects of our society?
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